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Dear Homeowner,

My oldest daughter lives in Beaumont, Texas. When Hurricane Ike visited last fall, they drove to
Dallas for a “Hurrication”. As they were driving up in the middle of the night, I wandered into

my pantry and realized that Rick and I wouldn’t last a week if a catastrophe hit Dallas. Sharon Harrison
Founder / President

When I read the following Winter Weather update, I decided to edit (snow shovels I avoid — I
wait for the sun to melt the snow) and share it with you. Mostly, I am motivating me to get busy and do something about my
un-preparedness.

Here goes:
Winter Weather: FEMA Urges Citizens To Be Prepared

Release Date: December 18, 2008
Release Number: HQ-08-257

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- With winter rapidly approaching, every family should be prepared to face another period of
dangerous winter storms and flooding. To stay safe, prepare a disaster supplies kit and a family communications plan;
prepare your home against the cold; learn what winter storm watches and warnings mean; and if stranded in your car away
from home, know what steps to take.

* Assemble an emergency supply kit with: Non-perishable food;
° Water- enough for three days;
° A battery -powered or hand-cranked radio;
° Flashlights and batteries;
° Rock salt to melt ice on walkways;
° Extra blankets, gloves and warm clothing.

* Make a family plan to include:
° How to contact one another if not together when disaster strikes;
° How and where to reassemble.

* Prepare your home by:
° Insulating with weather stripping around doors and windowsills;
° Insulating pipes with plastic or newspapers and allow water from faucets to drip a little to avoid freezing;
° Learning how to shut off water valves if a pipe bursts;
° Keeping fire extinguishers on hand and knowing how to use them;

* Become familiar with winter weather terms:
° Winter Storm Advisory means cold, ice and snow are expected;
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o If traveling by car:
° Carry an emergency supply Kkit;
° Keep the gas tank full;
° Let someone know your destination, route, and when you expect to arrive; Sharon Harrison
° If you do get stuck, stay with your car, keep the overhead light on when the engine is Founder / President
running (and windows cracked) so you can be seen.

Winter storms can arrive before the official beginning of winter. Visit www.fema.gov, and www.ready.gov for a thorough
look into disaster preparedness and a more detailed list of emergency supplies. Also, www.Ready.gov/kids is an excellent
resource for information on how to involve children in the process of assembling the family’s Disaster Supply Kit.

P.S. If you don’t have carbon monoxide monitors in your house, you need them (one by the dryer and one by the furnace).
Remember that improper venting of appliances produce carbon monoxide, an odorless and colorless gas. In sufficient
amounts, it may be deadly to humans. Usually headaches and/or flu like symptoms are the initial signs of CO poisoning. You
can call the fire department for an immediate inspection.

PEST TIPS

RATS! Cold weather drives them inside your house. They gnaw and eat everything from hoses on washers and dryers to
hoses in your car, electrical wiring and structures. On top of that, they carry serious diseases, fleas, ticks and other parasites
that can spread diseases such as bubonic plague. They reproduce at a fast rate: up to 65 offspring a year. Call the office to
set up an appointment with a pest contractor: $99.95 treatment includes a 60 day warranty and one (1) outside bait station.
Nations Home Warranty: 888.737.7070
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